Thomas Swann Teague
December 9, 1937 - July 6, 2020

Thomas Swann Teague, age 82, of Jefferson City, TN departed his earthly life on July 6,
2020. He began his journey of life December 9, 1937 in Kernersville, NC as the first child
of Ethel Swaim Teague and Thomas Carrick Teague, growing up on the 5th generation
Teague family farm there. He attended Mars Hill College, and graduated from Florida
State in 1962, when he came to teach voice at then Carson Newman College, later
earning his doctorate from FSU. In addition to teaching voice at CNU, he directed many
productions of Lyric Theater and chaired the Concert Lecture Series. He also served as
the choir director at First United Methodist Church from 1969 -2009. After his retirement
from CNU in 2003, he taught voice classes at Walters State for six years, filling the rest of
his time continuing to direct music at First United Methodist Church, spending time with
family, and farming. He and his family enjoyed farming, boating and horseback riding
together when the children were growing up. He was preceded in death by parents Carrick
and Ethel Teague, daughter Julie Wahl, son Matthew Freshour, and grandchild Logan
Teague.
He is survived by his wife of 41 years, Nyoka Haworth Teague; brother, Reggie (Ruby)
Teague; sister Martha (Leon) Smith; children, David Teague, Rachel (Mark) Watson, Chris
(Paige) Freshour; grandchildren, Aaron and Alex Thompson, Lauren (Read) Walden, Luke
and Lannah Teague, Drew, Reese, and Ivy Freshour, Josh, Jayden, and Jordan Watson.
He further leaves behind a host of other family and friends.
In lieu of flowers, memorials may be made to Thomas Teague Music Scholarship Fund at
Carson Newman University or First United Methodist Church music fund in Jefferson City.
A small family graveside service will be held at West View Cemetery with First United
Methodist pastor Lloyd Jones officiating. A viewing for friends of the family will be held
Thursday afternoon July 9th at Farrar Funeral Home with social distancing and mask
usage appreciated. A Celebration of Life service will be held at First United Methodist
Church sometime later in the year when family and friends can gather safely and share
stories in his honor.
Arrangements by Farrar Funeral Home in Jefferson City, TN 865-475-3892
www.farrarfuneralhome.com
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Friends May Pay Their Respects 11:00AM - 04:00PM
Farrar Funeral Home - Jefferson City
411 West Broadway Blvd., Jefferson City, TN, US, 37760

Comments

“

Dr. Teague was a friendly, funny, kind, compassionate man to those of us who were
not music majors but “frequent flyers” in the music building. He was always teasing! I
loved watching him directing (and playing parts) in Lyric Theater. His voice students
always spoke highly of him. Praying that his wife and family can feel the respect that
we all had for him and that they will be comforted by our Heavenly Father.
Sandy Temple Jewett Potts

Sandy Jewett Potts - July 17 at 09:55 PM

“

Dr. Teague was one of my favorite teachers at Carson-Newman! Despite what kind of
day, I was having, or whether I felt particularly prepared or unprepared for my lesson,
I always left his office feeling better. He’d make me laugh, set me at ease, helping to
relax my throat and body to get the best sound possible! He was always supportive
and encouraging, and never talked down to me, but treated me with respect,
musician to musician! Dr. Teague sang at my wedding. My wife and I also took some
private lessons from him for a while. I know there are many former students with
similar stories, but I just needed to express my gratitude for the influence this good
man had on my life as a teacher and role model! There was none better! Sincerely,
David Scott Williams

David Scott Williams - July 12 at 03:24 PM

“

“

Thank you so much for sharing!
Rachel Watson - July 13 at 03:23 AM

Dr. Teague was a wonderful teacher. He was my voice teacher and I accompanied
many of his students. He always made bad days better and pushed all of us to
excellence. Just loved him. So sorry he is gone from us but I bet the Bass section in
heaven is much improved!!!
Diane Provence

Diane Provence - July 10 at 02:24 PM

“

Thank you Diane for sharing these memories about Dad.
Rachel Watson - July 13 at 03:24 AM

“

You are in our thoughts and prayer during this difficult time.

Phillip and Janice - July 10 at 08:18 AM

“

I played for many voice lessons in my years at CN and he was the best!!!! He made
lessons “fun,” but expected musical excellence!! He was also a great choir director
and vocalist! Just an all around great guy! Prayers to you all. I know he will be
missed by so many!!!!
Linda Curtis Taylor

Linda Taylor - July 10 at 08:18 AM

“

Thank you so much for sharing your
memories!
Rachel Watson - July 13 at 04:04 AM

“

Dr. Teague was my voice professor. He made voice lessons fun. Very serious and
expected excellence, but this student would look forward to it. Lovrd his sense of
humor. May God comfort his family.

Dr. Bob Curtis - July 09 at 10:34 PM

“

“

Thank you so much!
Rachel Watson - July 13 at 04:04 AM

Dr Teague was my voice teacher from the time I was 14 years old until I was 19. I
loved him so much! He was so disappointed that I would not follow his suggestion to
go into opera instead of going to medical school! I promised him I would always keep
singing, and I’ve kept my promise. I definitely look forward to singing with him again
in heaven someday! I will continue to pray for his wife, family, and friends, as I know
he will be greatly missed.

Eustacia Pratt - July 09 at 04:02 PM

“

Beautiful! Thank you for sharing and your prayers!
Rachel Watson - July 13 at 04:06 AM

“

Dr. Teague was my first voice teacher. We spent most of my first semester getting rid
of my Tennessee accent! He was my introduction to all things in 'proper vocal
technique'. I adored this man and continued to think of him often since graduating
from CNC. He will be missed by all who were blessed to know him. Tamré West
Bennett

Tamré Bennett - July 08 at 11:59 AM

“

“

Thank you for sharing the way dad influenced your life!
Rachel Watson - July 13 at 04:09 AM

Even though I grew up in Jefferson City as a member of the CN family, I didn’t
actually get to know Dr. Teague until I became a student accompanist for some of his
voice students, playing for their weekly lessons and recitals. He was kind, gifted,
funny, and an excellent teacher and musician.
We pray for Nyoka and their family and friends.

Deborah Naylor Kloos - July 08 at 11:38 AM

“

“

Thank you so much for your prayers and for sharing your beautiful tribute!
Rachel Watson - July 13 at 04:18 AM

Dr. Teague was a force of nature in my life. Not only was he my vocal coach, he was
also my father’s and my sister’s. He was tough but that inspired me to build my voice
and repertoire to a level beyond what I ever thought I would. I wish his family peace
and strength. I know it is difficult to lose such a man.

Beth Murphy - July 08 at 11:27 AM

“

“

Thank you so much for sharing your kind words and well wishes!
Rachel Watson - July 13 at 04:25 AM

Divine Peace Bouquet was purchased for the family of Thomas Swann Teague.

July 08 at 11:17 AM

“

Tom's booming voice and home-spun humor will be greatly missed and joyfully
remembered.

John Burton - July 08 at 10:45 AM

“

Dr Teague was a huge influence in my life. From 1989-1994, I accompanied so many
of his voice students. I spent HOURS in his office learning the skills that I needed for
my career. I was terrified of him for about two years until I realized that he was just a
big teddy bear at heart. I regret that I haven’t seen him since 2012, but I did have the
privilege of teaching Drew & Reese, while they were in middle school. I look forward
to meeting up with him in heaven. May God give you peace during these next few
days. Know that your family are in my prayers. Love to you all!

Susie Whitinger - July 08 at 10:12 AM

“

Sentiments of Serenity Spray was purchased for the family of Thomas Swann
Teague.

July 08 at 10:01 AM

“

My condolences are shared with the family. May the Lord wrap His arms around you
and your family and comfort you with the warmth of His love.

Smitty Giles and family - July 08 at 09:46 AM

“

He was not only a tremendous musician, he was a hugely compassionate man. He
helped through some of the darkest days of my life. However, the one quote I will
always remember, “I wish you could sing like you play that piano!”

Tim Shockley - July 08 at 01:04 AM

“

He was the most influential man in my life after my father. The hours we spent in lessons I
treasure and quote some morsel of his wisdom to at least one or more students every day.
Giant of a man is right Leslie. He always told me to sing with vigor larger than life and just
maybe a song will achieve the purity of sound the writer intended. Never settle and no I
wont tell you whats in my thermos.
Michael Sproles - July 08 at 01:17 AM

“

Nyoka and family, I am so sorry for your loss. Know you will be in my prayers in the days to
come.
Kathy Moody (Wiles) - July 08 at 01:32 AM

“

Nyoka,
You are in my thoughts and prayers. I am so sorry for your loss.
Linda Sellers
Linda Sellers - July 08 at 08:54 AM

“

Dr. Teague had a profound influence on my life. I was fortunate to study voice with him as a
student at Carson-Newman and many of my students from Cherokee High School were
also fortunate to study with him at CNU and Walters State. My lessons with him were
lessons in technique, appreciation and interpretation of the text, and most importantly,
lessons on how to succeed in life. He always had such joy to share and knew when I
needed to be pushed and when to encourage. I try to share these same things with my
students at Southern Arkansas University. I was also fortunate to have Fessor as my
accompanist, and he and Dr. Teague would often pick at each other and me. These are
wonderful memories that I will always cherish, and I know that you all will share many fond
memories over the next few days. Please know that I am keeping you all in my prayers.
Much love, Justin Nelson
Justin Nelson - July 08 at 10:20 AM

“
“

Our sincere condolences to the Teague family.
Leon and Barbara Shoemaker - July 08 at 01:34 PM

I was never in his studio, but since the CN music department is a tight-knit family, I know of
the high regard with which all his students viewed him. I also had personal experiences
with his dry wit and enjoyed bantering with him on occasion. My favorite memory is of a
Saturday when I looked out the kitchen window of a basement apartment I rented down the
road from where he stabled his horses: here came a set of horse legs down the sloped
driveway, then Tom was banging on the back door asking who wanted to go for a trot. My
two roommates (both music majors who knew him well) declined, but I said "sure" and
followed him to the barn in my car. He saddled up a mare that he promised was calm and
would give me a gentle ride and helped me up. He and his steed took off like a shot across
a big field and my "gentle" gal took off right behind, me hanging on for dear life. We finally
stopped for a little breather and Tom roared his big guffaw. The trip back to the barn was
more subdued. He was a "giant" among the highly esteemed music faculty and I am so
fortunate to have known him. With prayers for comfort and peace to Nyoka and family (a
couple of whom I babysat).
Eileen Lovett Weber (Class of '80) - July 08 at 05:34 PM

“

Thomas Teague filled so many roles in my life as a college student...teacher, of course...but
so much more. He was an insightful therapist, often cajoling (and sometimes goading) me
to get me to make the sound he knew I was capable of making. He was a keen
diagnostician and physician, occasionally hearing something in my voice that led him to
suggest I see the doctor, that I was coming down with “the epizoodik”. Even a
banker...Once when I was especially broke, he sent me to the college bookstore to pick up
a piece of music he had ordered for me, telling me that they were to charge it to his
account and he did not mean maybe! (I suspect he did this with more struggling students
than just me.) He heard potential in my voice that I did not...and eventually by both of us
working very hard at it, my voice began to open like the flower he always said was there. I
frustrated him to death at times, I know. But when I sang well, he got a look on his face,
more than just a smile...others of his students will know exactly the look I mean. I imagine
God’s face wore a similar expression when Dr. Teague arrived in Heaven. A look that said,
“You did great! Welcome home, son.”
Leslie Massengill Cutshaw - July 08 at 06:28 PM

“

Dr. Teague got me started in singing. I was a piano (music Ed) major at Carson-Newman
and did a lot of accompanying for students. I later came back and worked at C-N as an
accompanist and Dr. Teague said he would trade voice lessons for some piano playing for
him. Because of his encouragement I became a professional singer and later coach and
vocal teacher. I have so many fond memories of being in his studio and have thought of
him often over the years. Hoping his family finds peace and joy in their memories of him.
Penny Downs Tullock - July 09 at 08:10 AM

“

I wish I could be with you this afternoon, but distance and poor health prevent it. I pray
God's comfort, grace, and peace for you at this difficult time and give thanks for the many
ways Dr. Teague's wise teaching and mentoring blessed my years as a CN voice student
and all the years of graduate school and teaching that have followed.
One of my last visits with him was the summer he retired from cattle farming. We talked
about that and the similarities and differences between farming and teaching along with
general thoughts on retiring. As always he offered wise and true counsel. His wisdom
continues to inform my life and teaching.
I hold you in my thoughts and prayers.
Georgia Wellborn (Class of '73)
Georgia Wellborn - July 09 at 02:49 PM

“

It's difficult to adequately express my gratitude and love for Dr. Teague. From voice lessons
to life lessons, Dr. Teague was there for me. He knew when to instruct with a gentle hand
or give me a kick in the pants. I will forever cherish the conversations, laughter, and time
working with him on his farm. Among my favorite memories are the following:
Freshman year
Accidentally trapping he and Fessor Jones underneath the grand piano when he asked me
to "lift on the piano" for breath support, which I took literally and picked up one side of the
piano trapping their legs.
Studio party
I will always remember the studio bonfire where we put enough gasoline on the brush to

light up a city block.
Farm work
Dr. Teague and I would work on the land, cutting trees, wrangling and tending to cattle,
driving tractors, and anything else he needed. You could always count on a great
homecooked meal from Mrs. Teague when you finished.
Respect
Dr. Teague was respected as a professor, by his colleagues, and students not only at CN,
but in other universities. All of my graduate school voice teaches knew Dr. Teague and
revered him as one of the best.
I will miss you, my friend. Thank you for investing in our lives. We will do our best to make
you proud.
Jonathan Michael Bundon (Class of 2001)
Jonathan Bundon, - July 09 at 03:21 PM

“
“

Prayers to the family for your loss. Peggy Hypes
Peggy Hypes - July 09 at 03:33 PM

Nyoka, My thoughts and prayers are with you and your family. Tom was a special colleague
during our many years at CN. He was a great voice teacher and soloist. I will miss him.
Take care.
Sue Swilley - July 09 at 04:16 PM

“

Dr Teague was tough and fun all wrapped up into one. I'm so thankful he was my voice
teacher while at CNC. My thoughts and prayers are with his family.
Debbie Lowrie Goolsby - July 09 at 05:25 PM

“

There are so many former students of Dr. Teague, who, like me, could tell stories of
inspiration, encouragement, fun, and correction we received from this dedicated
gentleman. As a piano major at C-N, I accompanied many of his voice students. I loved the
Lyric Theater productions he directed, and I approached Dr. Teague about joining the mini
term production. He laughed and said he already had an accompanist. I told him I could
sing enough to, at least, be in the chorus, and he reluctantly agreed to hear me sing
something. I chose “Apres un Reve”, as I had grown to love that song from playing it for
others. When I finished singing, I asked, “Well, can I be in the chorus?” Dr. Teague looked
stern and said, “Absolutely not!” I was embarrassed and heartbroken, but before I could
slink out of his office, he said, “No, you can’t sing in the chorus, but how about the soprano
lead?” I loved working with him in several Lyric Theater productions, and took 2 semesters
of voice from him, as well. He was demanding, yet encouraging and good humored. I pray
for comfort for his family and so many friends who will dearly miss Dr. Teague.
Sharon Gray Barry - July 10 at 10:47 AM

“

Sincere condolences in your loss. May you find comfort in the beautiful shared memories.
Vera Hatmaker - July 11 at 12:59 PM

