Zolla Mae Bush Ketner
March 28, 2020

Zolla Mae Bush Ketner passed away on March 28, 2020 in Dandridge, Tennessee from
complications due to Parkinson disease. She was 89 years old. She was preceded in
death by her parents, Jess and Ollie Derrick Bush, brothers Shannon Bush and James
Bush, sisters, Mamie C Hughes and Ann Russell, and daughter in law Kathy Ketner.
She is survived by her children, Debbye Ketner Artrip (Ken) of Big Stone Gap Va, Tommy
B. Ketner of Cookeville, Tn, and Nancy Ketner Shannon of Charleston, SC; her
grandchildren, Jessica Artrip Christian (Chris), Seth Ketner (Jessica), Kayla Ketner, Clint
Shannon, Cole Shannon, and Blake Shannon; and her Great Grandchildren, Grady and
Clay Christian. She is also survived by her sister, Jane Bush Garing, as well as several
nieces and nephews.
Zolla grew up and attended school in Jefferson County. She was an active member of
Chestnut Hill United Methodist Church. She worked at Bush Brothers for many years. At
the age of 55, she received her Associates Degree of Nursing from Walters State, of
which she was very proud. She became licensed as a Register Nurse and worked at
Morristown Hamblen and Jefferson Memorial Hospitals. After retirement, she continued to
be active in the Chestnut Hill community that she loved so much. She was known for her
delicious pies and cakes, but mostly for her love of quilting. She made beautiful handmade quilts for her friends and family. She had a wonderful sense of humor, a sweet spirit
and a strong love of God. She will be missed by her family and many friends.
Due to Covid 19 limitations, there will be a family-only graveside service officiated by
Pastor Stacey Morgan with arrangements by Farrar Funeral home, Dandridge. Later this
year, A Celebration of Life will be held at Chestnut Hill United Methodist Church. In lieu of
flowers, please make donations to the Chestnut Hill United Methodist Church, in care of
Geraldine George, treasurer, 1451 Ponderosa Drive, Dandridge, Tennessee, 37725.

Comments

“

Lots of memories-walking over to Jess & Ollies, sitting on the porch swing with Ollie.
The kids, especially Zolla Mae drop by often. She was special.

Debbie Landers - April 02 at 10:40 PM

“

Sorry to hear about Aunt Zola. We treasure the quilt she made for our son, Jesse,
when he was born.

Doug and Joyce Hughes - April 01 at 06:28 PM

“

I will always remember Zolla by her smile and the nice words she would say to me. I
looked forward to visit Newport when I was Judge to go eat at her restaurant and get
to see her. She was a real sweetheart.
Ben Strand

Ben Strand - March 31 at 08:07 PM

“

I have fond memories of working with Zola at Morristown Hamblen Hospital. She was
a wonderful nurse and a great person. It was a joy to have known her. Melba Nease

Melba Nease - March 31 at 06:44 PM

“

Diane Neal lit a candle in memory of Zolla Mae Bush Ketner

Diane Neal - March 31 at 01:36 AM

“

So sorry for your loss. Keeping you in my thoughts and prayers.

Terri Matteson - March 30 at 11:58 PM

“

Debbie, Tommy, and Nancy
So sorry for your loss! She was a very special lady and she will be missed! She is
singing in heaven now!! Love to all!
Your cousin
Kim Dockery Bennett

Kim Dockery Bennett - March 30 at 09:18 PM

“

I was so sorry to hear of Zolla's passing. I loved her and enjoyed singing in the choir with
her. You will all be in our thoughts and prayers especially during this time.
Bill and Geraldine
Geraldine and Bill George - March 31 at 12:39 PM

“

So sorry for your loss. Love and prayers from our family to yours. Meredith, Jordan,
Myleigh & Mia

Meredith - March 30 at 08:21 PM

“

We extend our deepest sympathy to the family of Zola. Worked together years ago at
Bush. Always loved being around her she was so happy to talk about her children.
She was so proud of you all, I know you was proud of her. You will miss her every
day. The Lord will help you each day. Loved your mom, Robert & Rita Newman

Robert & Rita Newman - March 30 at 06:27 PM

“

LINDA RAMSEY lit a candle in memory of Zolla Mae Bush Ketner

LINDA RAMSEY - March 30 at 02:20 PM

“

Sorry for your loss. She will be missed dearly. Prayers are with all the family.

Sonyna Batson Carr - March 30 at 01:00 PM

“

Glenn And Vicki Turner lit a candle in memory of Zolla Mae Bush Ketner

Glenn and Vicki Turner - March 30 at 02:36 AM

“

I have only known Zolla for about 6-7 years, she had the sweetest spirit, she was
very loving and kind to both my husband and I, it felt like she had known us all our
lives. She and I had a love for books, just one of her many hobbies. To her family we
loved her and will miss her. God Bless you all.

Glenn and Vicki Turner - March 30 at 02:34 AM

“

I will always remember how thoughtful she was to bake Bill his jam cake. She would
call that she had one and he would just grin. She will be missed by all of us in the
church and community. Prayers and love, Janice

Janice Miller - March 29 at 06:45 PM

“

Sending prayers and condolences to Zolla’s family. She was a dear cousin whom we
loved dearly. Many years ago, when I was attending high school at White Pine and
needed an evening dress in order to attend my Junior prom, she very graciously
loaned me her gown. So sweet of her.

mary lee (Derrick) Vaidik - March 29 at 06:06 PM

