Carolyn O'Dell Quarles
December 14, 1931 - January 17, 2021

Carolyn O’Dell Quarles, age 89, passed away on January 17, 2021 in Jefferson City, TN.
She was born on December 14, 1931 in Newport, TN. Mrs. Quarles retired in Morristown
after teaching English for over thirty years. Throughout her career, she touched countless
students’ lives with her innovative teaching style, her high expectations, and her
contagious sense of humor. She was a faithful member of First Baptist Church in
Morristown for many years. Forty of those years were devoted to teaching a women’s
Sunday school class. Her unfailing faith in God and her steadfast devotion to her family
were the most important aspects of her life. She served well, she loved deeply, and she
prayed fervently every day of her life. Those who knew her best, knew without fail that
each morning by name she prayed for her children, her grandchildren, her friends, our
country, and countless other concerns of her heart. One never left her presence without a
hug, a smile, or without knowing that you were loved. Preceded in death by her husband,
Gene J. Quarles; parents, Aaron and Belle O’Dell; sister, Bettye Overholt (Dale); and
nephew, Eddie Overholt. She is survived by her daughters, Patti Clement (Wayne), Carol
Monroe (Dr. Steve); grandchildren, Dr. Nan Black (Dr. David), Katie Cantrell (Jacob), Dr.
Parker Clement (Ashley), Caroline Feltman (Spencer), and Maggie Clement; four greatgrandchildren, John Rupert Black, James Fox Black, Monroe Elizabeth Feltman, and
Clark Henry Feltman; brother, Gerald O’Dell (Judy); and a host of nieces and nephews.
Imagine her rejoicing as Matthew 25:21 came true in her precious life, “Well done, thou
good and faithful servant: thou has been faithful over a few things, I will make thee ruler
over many things: enter thou into the joy of thy Lord.” A private graveside service was held
at Jefferson Memorial Gardens in Jefferson City, TN.

Arrangements by Farrar Funeral Home in Jefferson City, TN 865-475-3892
www.farrarfuneralhome.com

Comments

“

Mrs. Quarles was my teacher and my homeroom teacher. I was a student in the first
8th grade class at Lincoln Heights Middle School. LHMS did not have a cafeteria so
we had to eat in homeroom. Mrs. Quarles was always asking us to pick up our trash
and milk cartons before going to our next class. After repeating this request for
several days she had had enough and told us that we could either do 3 hours of
detention, write a 3 page paper, or take 3 licks with a paddle. I decided to take the
quickest of the three penalties. I have to say Mrs. Quarles gave me the hardest
paddling and only paddling I ever got at school. We never left trash in her room
again!! Mrs. Quarles was one of the best and a wonderful Christian lady. She was in
the same Sunday Class with my mom Jodie Wilkes. Thank you Mrs. Quarles!! Tell
Coach Quarles hello! I bet you are holding hands!
Deidre Wilkes Brown

Deidre Brown - January 20 at 09:19 PM

“

May you rest in heaven. Thank you for your devotion first to God. You touched so many of
your student's lives. You will be missed but God needed you more. Thank you.
Paula Stokes-Eisner - January 21 at 02:55 PM

“

I loved Mrs. Quarles so much that I named my daughter after her. She got to meet
my daughter one Sunday at First Baptsist Church while I was visiting my parents
Chuck and Jodie Wilkes. Mrs. Quarles was a fine Christian role model and inspired
me to be a teacher......Tell Coach Quarles I said Hello!!

Donna Wilkes Malkmus - January 20 at 08:28 PM

“

1 file added to the tribute wall

Donna Wilkes Malkmus - January 20 at 08:21 PM

“

I graduated in 1980 but have never forgotten Mrs Quarles .. She’s was one of the
best !! Always my favorite and she was also my home room teacher all four years ...
wonderful sweet lady .. Sorry about the family’s loss and yes she’s enjoying Heaven
and we will all be together soon ,,, as long as we know the savior Jesus Christ
Love always Robin Housewright’ Rogers — Praying for everyone . I LOVE
YOU CAROLYN

Robin Rogers - January 20 at 03:06 PM

